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U.S. REP. VOICES SUPPORT FOR TAIWAN; CALLS
UPON THE IOC NOT TO POLITICIZE SPORTS

In a letter dated August 13, Rep. Tom Tancredo (R-CO) accused the president of the International Olympic
Committee (I0OC) of failing to live up to the goals of the Olympic Movement which are: “to contribute to
building a peaceful and better world by educating youth through sport practiced without discrimination of
any kind....mutual understanding.....and fair play” as evidenced by the IOC's treatment of both the people
and athletes from Taiwan.

The Congressman writes: “Since 1981 - as a result of pressure from the People's Republic of China -
athletes from the ROC have been forced to compete under the name " Chinese Taipei |, even though Taiwan
functions as an independent nation, and is not subject to the control of the unelected government in
Beijing.”

Rep. Tancredo concludes: “I hope you and the rest of the committee will consider revisiting this issue, and
will choose to treat the ROC athletes with same dignity and respect afforded to their counterparts from
other civilized nations.”

FAPA President Ming-chi Wu, Ph.D. states: “It is a sad disgrace that the IOC itself is unable to live up to its
own Olympic motto. Sports is about fair play. The IOC bowing to Chinese pressure is compromising sports'
universal spirit of fair play to political blackmail. Rep. Tancredo has taken this step to encourage the 10C to
take a stand for justice for Taiwan's 23 million people who are not able to celebrate their nation’s athletic
achievements - all because of pressure from China. After all, sports should not be used as a political
weapon.”
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