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August 13, 2004

The Honorable Jacques Rogge

President

International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
Château de Vidy
1007 Lausanne
Switzerland
Dear President Rogge,


According to the Olympic Charter, the goal of the Olympic Movement is to “contribute to building a peaceful and better world by educating youth through sport practiced without discrimination of any kind…mutual understanding…and fair play.”  Unfortunately, however, the IOC has failed to live up to these tenets as evidenced by its treatment of both the people and athletes from the Republic of China on Taiwan (ROC).

Since 1981 – as a result of pressure from the People’s Republic of China – athletes from the ROC have been forced to compete under the name “Chinese Taipei,” even though Taiwan functions as an independent nation, and is not subject to the control of the unelected government in Beijing.  The playing of the ROC National Anthem and the display of the ROC national flag when Taiwanese athletes win medals is also not permitted.  I understand this prohibition has even been extended to spectators in some cases, and that a student from Taiwan who waved an ROC flag during a table tennis match was subsequently ejected from the arena by security personnel in 1996.  I find this very disturbing.  

It is unfair and inappropriate to treat the people of Taiwan in this manner, and an indignity to their athletes – who compete just as hard as athletes from Belgium, the People’s Republic of China and the United States to qualify for the games.  I was also disappointed to learn that Olympic organizers kowtowed to demands from the PRC, pressuring airport officials in Athens to remove promotional posters and billboards touting Taiwan and its athletes.  

The IOC and other Olympic organizers should not play politics with the games, or act as an accomplice in Communist China’s illogical and obsessive effort to restrict the freedom and equality of the 23 million people who live in Taiwan.  The mission of the IOC, among other things, is to promote fair play and fight discrimination.  It should carry out that mission, and stop discriminating against the Republic of China’s athletes and citizens.  

I hope you and the rest of the committee will consider revisiting this issue, and will choose to treat the ROC athletes with same dignity and respect afforded to their counterparts from other civilized nations.  

Thank you in advance and I look forward to hearing from you.






Sincerely,
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Tom Tancredo






Member of Congress

