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Enjoy the show!
 Taiwan Movies Project 

http://ypg.fapa.org/movies
One of FAPA YPG’s newer projects, the TMP aims to educate the public about Taiwan’s society, history and culture through films.  Students and student groups are able to rent films from FAPA YPG at no cost.  For more information, including available films and directions on renting, please visit our website or email movies@ypg.fapa.org.   Our feature films include:
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IV.


I.

III.
I. Let It Be is documentary on the daily lives of Taiwan’s rice farmers.  Hear how these farmers cope with nature, modernization, and their spouses in an honest and oftentimes comical way.  The interviews with the rice farmers are mostly in Taiwanese (Southern Min) and the film also highlights many traditional beliefs and cultural practices that have remained unchanged in Taiwanese farming communities for generations.  This film is great for looking at Taiwan from an often-ignored and quickly vanishing vantage point: from the muddy shoes of a dedicated rice farmer.        

II.  The Rhythm in Wulu Village documents the struggle facing many indigenous Taiwanese peoples trying to preserve their unique culture in the face of modernization and the predominant Han culture on Taiwan.  The film tracks how the Bunun people of Wulu Village attempt to preserve their culture through music; watch how Aboriginal children learn to sing in their Bunun language to maintain their identity.  The film is stoic but leaves viewers with a sense of urgency and concern for preserving a unique and dying culture.  This film is for anyone who wants to learn more about the somber realities facing Taiwan’s indigenous peoples.  

III. As the title suggests, Taipei’s Bohemians is a look at Taiwan’s community of thespians and part-time thespians of modern theater.  The documentary is about the lives of very artsy people.  Those who have a hard time appreciating modern art will find the film a little too exotic to be enjoyable.  Those who love modern art and are interested in living an “artsy” lifestyle may find the film fascinating.
IV. Prepare to laugh a lot when you see Jump! Boys, a light-hearted documentary on the experiences of a youth gymnastics team.  Watch how a group of children cry, laugh, and train with their coach who’s hard on the outside but soft on the inside.  There’s a lot of silliness as well as inspiration throughout the film.  Also prepare to be amazed by the acrobatic skills and flexibility of these kids.      
Taiwan: A Country Background
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Facts and figures 

The size of Taiwan, is approximately that of Delaware and Maryland combined. Taiwan is not only a land seeped in culture and history, but also a member of the world’s economic elite and a bastion of democracy in Asia. Its vibrant population of 23 million produces an annual GDP of over $320 billion, making it the world’s 18th largest economy. Taiwan is the 8th largest trading partner of the United States, and a strong ally, sharing with the United States the ideals of freedom, democracy, and self-determination.

Early History

From the 1400s to the mid-1700s, Taiwan was settled by different European colonial powers. In 1662, the Dutch, the last of its European colonial rulers, were expelled. For the next two hundred years, the island was engulfed in civil unrest and constant rebellions until 1895 when it became a Japanese colony. The Japanese surrender at the end of World War II left Taiwan under the temporary administrative control of Chiang Kai-Shek, who, at the time, was ruling China with his authoritarian Kuomintang (KMT) regime.  When the KMT lost the Chinese civil war to the Communists in 1949, it fled to Taiwan. From 1949 to the 1970s, the KMT kept Taiwan under martial law. 
From De-recognition to Today

Though a founding member of the United Nations in 1945, Taiwan lost its seat to the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1971.  That precipitated its diplomatic de-recognition by the global community, culminating in the US’s normalization of relations with the PRC and breaking off ties with Taiwan in 1972. In 1979, the U.S. enacted into law the Taiwan Relations Act to safeguard Taiwan’s security and to signal continued US support of Taiwan, despite the absence of diplomatic relations. While enduring significant political isolation internationally, winds of change also swept Taiwan domestically. Martial law was finally lifted in 1987. Although restrictions continued, this signaled the liberalization of Taiwan’s political system.  In 1996, Lee Teng-hui became the nation’s first democratically elected president. When current President Chen Shui-bian, was elected in 2000, a peaceful transfer of power took place between the KMT and the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)—Taiwan’s current ruling party.

Relations across the Taiwan Strait

The status quo in the Taiwan Strait is one where Taiwan enjoys de facto independence though it is under an ominous shadow cast by the 1000 missiles that the PRC has aimed at it. The PRC continues to refuse to renounce the use of force against Taiwan, continues to claim Taiwan as a renegade province, and recently passed an “anti-secession law” mandating military action if Taiwan moves towards formal independence. Like the United States, Taiwan’s strongest ally, Taiwan is committed to a peaceful solution of cross-Taiwan Strait relations. 

The US maintains an ambiguous “One-China” policy. The policy though is ambiguous and a Cold War relic. There is a growing cry to abolish it to better fit the current situation in the Taiwan Strait. In Taiwan, countless polls reflect the people’s rejection of unification with the PRC and sentiments are growing for Taiwan to take the step from de facto independence to de jure independence. Ultimately, the future of Taiwan must not be decided by the PRC (or the US for that matter) but by Taiwanese people exercising their right of self-determination.  
World Health Organization and United Nations Membership for Taiwan
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Taiwan is the only country in the world that is refused United Nations (UN) membership because of pressure from the Chinese government. Consequently, Taiwan is shutout from all UN-affiliated organizations, including the World Health Organization (WHO). 

Health should not be used as a political weapon. Yet, the Chinese government is relentless in denying Taiwan any international space. In 2005, the WHO signed a secret memorandum with China that severely limited, if not completely eliminated, any participation by Taiwan in the WHO. This diplomatic isolation prevented Taiwan from receiving any direct assistance from the WHO during the height of the recent SARS and birdflu outbreaks. The SARS outbreak in 2003 took 80 Taiwanese lives—lives that may have been saved if Taiwan had timely access to the WHO’s resources.   
Although abandoned by the international health community, Taiwan has successfully eradicated diseases within its borders such as cholera, smallpox, and the plague and was the first country to eradicate polio and provide children with hepatitis B vaccinations. Also, Taiwan continues to contribute to global health and humanitarian causes. In the past decade, private and public sectors in Taiwan contributed more than $450 million of assistance to over 90 countries. Taiwan could contribute more if it were given the chance to participate in the UN’s network. 
Taiwan is a full-fledged democracy, has a population that surpasses that of most other countries, and is the world’s 22nd largest economy. It deserves a seat in the United Nations, the World Health Organization, and other major international organizations.  
Full Taiwan-US Governmental Dialogues and Exchanges
Ironically, the US’s praise of Taiwan’s for its impressive democratic achievements do not translate into concrete actions. The US government supports Taiwan’s democracy, yet it does not support its democratically-elected leaders’ visits to the US. Currently, Taiwan’s President, Vice President, Premier, Ministers of Defense and Foreign Affairs cannot freely visit this country, and they cannot step on the soil within 30 miles of the nation’s capital. These self-imposed restrictions on high-level visits are due to the fear of Chinese retaliation if such visits were allowed. It should be US prerogative to decide who can visit American soil and who cannot; not the Communist leaders in Beijing. Forbidding the democratically elected leaders of Taiwan to visit the US contradicts American principles and belief in freedom and democracy.  
The US government not only has restrictions imposed on the aforementioned visits, it also has a set of limitations on the exchanges between government officials of the US and Taiwan. For example, the self-imposed limitations by the US even cover rules on what stationary the U.S. officials can use when communicating with their Taiwanese counterparts. These out-of-the-way limitations are a waste of our government resources and our diplomats’ time and energy.

Taiwan is a shining example of democracy and deserves to be treated with respect and dignity. It is time to scrap the US’s self-imposed restrictions to appease the Chinese government.   

FAPA-YPG: Young Professional Group


http://ypg.fapa.org


In 2003, the Formosan Association for Public Affairs established an affiliate organization designed for young adults. This organization, whose goals parallel those of FAPA’s, is known as the Young Professional Group.  FAPA YPG strives to provide young proponents of Taiwan with the knowledge and skills necessary for grassroots advocacy on Taiwan’s behalf. 


In addition to sponsoring projects such as the Taiwan Movies Project, FAPA YPG also hosts an annual conference on Taiwan advocacy in Washington, DC, where participants are exposed to workshops on Taiwan’s most pressing issues.  Also, participants have an opportunity to get first-hand experience in meeting their members of Congress.   





To learn more about FAPA YPG or to become involved, please visit our website or join our Yahoo Group by emailing irisho@fapa.org.





Get a TAIWANATION wristband and TW bumper sticker to show support for Taiwan!





�


�





Established in 1982 in Los Angeles, the Formosan Association for Public Affairs (FAPA) is a world-wide, Washington headquartered, non-profit organization that aims to:





(1)  Promote international support for the right of the people of Taiwan to establish an independent and democratic country and to join the international community; 


(2)  Promote relations and cooperation between Taiwan and the United States;


(3)  Protect the right of self-determination for the people of Taiwan;


(4)  Promote peace and security for Taiwan; and 


(5)  Advance the rights and interests of Taiwanese communities throughout the world. 





FAPA's mission is educational. The organization provides US policy makers, the media, scholars and the general public with information on issues related to Taiwan. FAPA informs and updates Members of Congress and their staff on Taiwanese issues. FAPA seeks to articulate the point of view of the people of Taiwan.





FAPA sees support for democratization as beneficial to American interests, since a more open society on Taiwan will help foster safety, security and peace in the Pacific Basin.











Above: Children of the Taiwanese aboriginal Truku tribe.  The international community can and should do more to include and support Taiwan. 





Ask Your Members of Congress to Support Taiwan, a Young Democracy


Visit � HYPERLINK "http://capwiz.com/fapa" ��http://capwiz.com/fapa�























